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New perspectives on sustainability – Ricardo 
symposium now available to view on demand 
 

With increasing scarcity of global resources and rapid 

urbanization, the fact that average global vehicle fleet 

utilization currently stands in the region of just 4 percent must 

surely point to a need for a new and more environmentally and 

economically sustainable model of personal mobility – these 

issues and more were addressed by a panel of five women 

who are amongst the global auto industry’s most influential 

thought leaders, who shared vision on trends, economics, 

policy, strategy, and entrepreneurism at an exclusive Ricardo 

symposium, hosted in association with PBS Detroit 

 

With the UN projecting that the world’s population will rise to over 9 billion by the year 

2050, and with a likely consequent rise in the total number of vehicles approaching 80 

percent, the current levels of utilization can surely not be either economically or 

ecologically feasible. This was just one of the arguments by the panel at the 

symposium Shared Visions Shaping the Future: Innovation, Sustainability & Mobility, 

who made the case for moving beyond the current paradigm of automotive design, 

manufacture, operational use, and end of life disposal in achieving the goal of a 

sustainable future for transportation. The event was held at the Ricardo Detroit 

Technology Campus on March 19, 2015 as part of the Ricardo 100th anniversary 

celebrations, as well as being broadcast live by PBS Detroit.  
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The symposium panel comprised Margo T Oge, former US EPA director of the Office 

of Transportation and Air Quality and author of Driving the Future: Combating Climate 

Change with Cleaner, Smarter Cars, Sheryl Connelly, futurist of Ford Motor 

Company, Ann Marie Sastry, CEO and co-founder of Sakti3, Valerie Ferret, director of 

public affairs and corporate responsibility for Dassault Systemes, and Jean Redfield, 

president & CEO of NextEnergy. The symposium was moderated by Sharon Carty, 

executive editor at AOL Autos, and hosted by Ricardo, Inc. president Clive Wotton.   

 

“It was fantastic to bring together such a powerful panel of women who are each 

thought leaders who are internationally recognized in their respective fields,” 

commented Ricardo, Inc. president Clive Wotton. “To be truly sustainable the 

transportation system of the future – and the automotive industry that provides the 

vehicles on which it is based – will need to be fundamentally different from that of 

today. How this future will be created and who and what the principal agents for 

technological, industrial, and socio-economic change will be, is an exciting subject for 

discussion and debate.”  

 

“While achieving this sustainable mobility future will undeniably bring significant 

challenges, the consensus of the prestigious symposium panel was that it will also 

provide genuine opportunities for engineers, product developers, innovators and 

entrepreneurs. The discussions provided significant new perspectives and I would 

recommend anyone working or merely interested in the auto industry to take time to 

watch the recording of the event, which is now available on demand from the Ricardo 

web site.” 

 

To watch the symposium Shared Visions Shaping the Future: Innovation, 

Sustainability & Mobility, visit http://www.dptv.org/video/ricardo-innovation-and-

sustainability-symposium-2015/?cmpgn=dptvhl.   

 

Ends 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, technology, 
project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing outstanding value 
through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low emission, class-leading 
product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With almost a century of delivering 
value through technology, our client list includes the world's major transportation original 
equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy companies, financial institutions 
and governments. Guided by our corporate values of respect, integrity, creativity & innovation 
and passion, we enable our clients to achieve sustainable growth and commercial success. 
Ricardo, Inc. is the US subsidiary of Ricardo plc. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
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